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National Agricultural Library (NAL) Mission

NAL facilitates the 

creation of agricultural 

knowledge through the 

acquisition, curation, 

and dissemination of 

information needed to 

solve agricultural 

challenges.
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Information Centers
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Information Center Services

ÅCurated topical content

ÅAnswer research inquiries by subject matter experts

ÅCommunicate with stakeholders

ÅPartner for special projects

ÅOffer information literacy training

ÅAssist with literature reviews, 

search strategies and bibliographies
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The Experts At The Information Centers

Specialized degrees related to information and agriculture

ÅRegistered Dietitians

ÅNutrition and Food Scientists

ÅVeterinarians

ÅPlant Scientists

ÅLibrarians

ÅInformation Technology

ÅEducation
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Food and Nutrition Information Center (FNIC)
https://www.nal.usda.gov/fnic

History: The Food and Agriculture Act of 1977 

established the Food and Nutrition Information and 

Education Resources Center (later known as the 

Food and Nutrition Information Center, or FNIC).

Mission: Provide accurate and credible resources 

for nutrition and health professionals, educators, 

government personnel, and consumers.

Audience: Educators, Health Professionals, 

Researchers.

Content highlights: 

Å DRI Calculator for Health Professionals.

Å 2020-2025 Dietary Guidelines.

Å USDA ARS Research Roundup. 6

https://www.nal.usda.gov/fnic
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Nutrition.gov

History: Nutrition.gov was launched in 2004 as 
part of the USDA's Obesity Intervention Plan.

Mission: Serves as a gateway to providing 
reliable information on nutrition, healthy eating, 
physical activity, and food safety for the public.

Audience: General public.

Content highlights:

Å MyPlate Resources.

Å Basic Nutrition.

Å Nutrition by Age.

Å Recipes.

Å Kidôs Corner.

https://www.nutrition.gov

https://www.nutrition.gov/
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Food Safety Research Information Office

History: The Food Safety Research Information Office (FSRIO) 
was created by the Agricultural Research, Extension and 
Education Reform Act of 1998 launched in 2001.

Mission: Provide the food safety research community with 
information on publicly and privately funded food safety 
research, prevent unintended duplication of food safety 
research, and assess food safety research priorities.

Audience: Food Safety Researchers.

Content highlights:

Å Research Projects Database that includes U.S., 
international, and non-government organizations.

Å Research Publications from peer-reviewed journals.

Å Meet the Experts videos highlighting USDA researchers.

https://www.nal.usda.gov/fsrio

https://www.nal.usda.gov/fsrio
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Animal Welfare Information Center
https://www.nal.usda.gov/awic

History: The Animal Welfare Information Center (AWIC) 
was created by 1985 amendments to the Animal Welfare 
Act (AWA) and established in 1986.

Mission: Help the regulated community with employee 
training and to promote the humane care and use of 
animals by providing information on alternatives.

Audience: Researchers concerned with meeting the 
requirements of the AWA.

Content highlights:

Å Alternatives training workshops.

Å Literature searching assistance.

Å Animal Welfare Information Center Bulletin.

https://www.nal.usda.gov/awic
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Alternative Farming Systems Information Center
https://www.nal.usda.gov/afsic

History: The Alternative Farming Systems Information 
Center (AFSIC), founded in 1985, was one of the first 
USDA programs to focus on sustainable and organic 
agriculture.

Mission: Locating, organizing, and distributing information 
related to sustainable agricultural, crops, and livestock 
farming systems.

Audience: Researchers, farmers, students, and 
consumers.

Content highlights: 
Å Crop and livestock farming tools and production 

practices across multiple species.
Å Small farm funding and business resources.
Å Local and regional food systems.
Å Sustainable Agriculture Education and Training Directory


